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A Christmas Message from Head of College  

The end of the first term of the 2011-2012 
academic year provides an opportunity to review 
progress towards the planned outcomes for the 
year. 

 

It is pleasing to note that all planned provision 
targets will be achieved and in some instances will 
be overachieved.  

 

80% of partnerships are working effectively and where there have been 
identified difficulties action has been taken to remedy the situation. 

 

The roll out of basic skills screening for all College learners has been 
challenging but as in all aspects of the Collegeôs work both full time staff 
and College tutors have risen to the challenge. 

 

Members of the Collegeôs Governing Body and full time staff team join 
me in wishing you and your family good wishes for the seasonal holiday. 

 

Margaret Jones MBE 

Head of College 
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Christmas  Opening  Hours  

 

The College offices will be shut from 12.30pm on 
Thursday 22nd December 2011 and re-open at 9am on 

Tuesday 3rd January 2012. 
 

Answers: 

1) B  2) D  3) A 4) C 5) milk, sugar, eggs, nutmeg, spices or cream 6) C 7) A 8) C 9) A  10) B 11) A 12) C  



  

 

2011é Significant Occurrences... 
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January  

Margaret Jones, Head of College is presented 
with the MBE by his Royal Highness Prince 

Charles at Buckingham Palace. 

 

May 

Estyn Inspection of College Provision. College 
receives highest grades for the second occasion 

in five years. 

 

June  

Ofqual review College systems for the delivery of Agored Cymru Youth Work 
qualifications. College systems commended as ógood practiseô. 

 

July  

College awarded franchise to deliver the University of Wales Newportôs Foundation 
Degree in Working with Young People.  

 

July  

College nominated, in partnership with the Wales Probation Trust, to receive an award 
from the Howard League Penal Reform Society for its work on the Future Skills, Criminal 

Justice Learning Programmes. 

 

August  

Induction of Basic Skills Screening for all College learners. 

 

October  

Addition of Level 4 Assessor and Internal Verifiers Qualification to College curriculum. 

 

November  

Gillian Wakeman, College Youth Work Training Manager 
receives notification that she has achieved her M.A. 

 

November  

College hosts Dissemination Conference of the good practise 
highlighted in the Estyn Report in May 2011. 



  

 

South Central Region Youth Workers Conference  

 

The South Central Regional Youth Workers 

Conference is being held on:  

 

Friday 10th February 2012  

 

9.30am to 3.30pm  

 

at the ESIS Conference Centre, Nantgarw.  

 

 

 

The event is FREE to staff and volunteers from the South Central regions.  

 

The conference aims to share good practice. There will be a number of up and 
coming issues debated on the day and exciting workshops to attend. 

 

If you would like more information or to register your interest to attend please 
contact Jane Hawkshaw on j.hawkshaw@ymca-wales.ac.uk or 029 20755 444. 
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The College Twitter and Facebook  

Twitter  

Just search for 
@YMCAcollege and 
ófollowô us to keep up to 
date with what is going on. 

 

 

Facebook 

Just search for óYMCA Wales Community Collegeô 
and ólikeô us for all the latest College news and 
updates. 
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Following on from the Estyn inspection in May 2011 the College 
held a Dissemination Conference on Monday 28th November 
2011 at the All Nations Centre in Cardiff. This event was 
organised to disseminate the good practice which Estyn 
recognised in its óExcellentô grading of College provision.  

 

Over 70 people representing the statutory and voluntary post 16 
education sector throughout Wales attended the conference. 

 

The event include speakers from both 
the Welsh Government and Estyn.  

 

Head of College Margaret Jones MBE, 
welcomed all delegates to the event 
followed by the opening remarks from 

College Chairman, Dr John Rose. Dr John Rose gave a brief 
introduction to the College, and its place within the FE sector and 
congratulated the College on its achievements following the Estyn 
Inspection.  

 

Keynote speeches included presentations by  Rob Humphreys, 
Director of Open University, Peter Landers, Vice Chairman of the 
College,  Liam Kealy, Estyn Lead Inspector for ACL provision, Nathan 
Jones, on behalf of Margaret Jones MBE, Head of College, and Jeff 
Cuthbert, Deputy Minister for Skills.  

 

Rob Humphreys, Director of Open University, was asked by Welsh Government to chair an 
independent review of FE Governance within Wales. During his speech he outlines some of the 

key findings, as well as highlighting some of the questions raised, 
and the hopes for the future. 

 

Peter Landers, Vice-Chair of the College Governing Body, spoke 
from a personal perspective about his involvement in the 
governance of the College and the wider movenent of the YMCA.  

 

Liam Kealy, Estyn Lead Inspector for ACL provision, gave a 
presentation on the inspection process and Estyn/Welsh 
Government priorities within FE and ACL as a sector.  

 

Nathan Jones, Criminal Justice Manager, spoke on behalf of 
Margaret Jones on the topic of curriculum planning, and 
development, with consideration for the large piece of work that 
the College does with the Wales Probation Trust, as well as the 
special importance of partnership working across the whole of 
the Collegeôs provision. 
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After the main body of speeches, the delegates were able to decide on attending one of two 
workshops,  MIS & Data Management ï monitoring and reporting; presented by Alan Tinsley or 

Progression in Partnership Youth Work Training; presented by Gillian Wakeman. The feedback 
from all delegates was that these sessions were very informative, and gave specific credit to all of 
the work and detail that had been included in the sessions. 

 

Following on from a lunch break delegates were brought together to hear 
from Jeff Cuthbert, Deputy Minister for Skills, who congratulated the 
College on the outcomes of the inspection and emphasised the 
importance of sharing and celebrating good practise throughout the 
sector.  

 

There was an opportunity for questions to the College and Estyn, and 
gave delegates the opportunity to highlight any issues or comments that 
had risen throughout the day. The day concluded with closing remarks by 
Dr John Rose, bringing together all of the contributions made by the 
speakers and staff. 

A Conference report will be compiled in January 2012 by Becky Watson Stubbs and Lyn El-
Khatib, a copy of this report and additional resources from the day will be uploaded to the College 
Conference page. 

 www.ymca-wales.ac.uk/dissemination-conference/  



  

 

Plain Policy Campaign  

For more information or to see the full policy visit the 
Collegeôs website, or contact Becky Watson Stubbs on 
b.watsonstubbs@ymca-wales.ac.uk.  

Safeguarding Policy and Procedures  
 
This statement applies to all staff, partner 
organisations, visitors to YMCA Wales Community 
College (the College) and learners. 

The College is committed to safeguarding all of its 
stakeholders. The Head of College is the designated 
Safeguarding Officer. 

The Collegeôs policy considers the following topics -  

Pre-Employment Processes;  
 
Criminal Record Bureau Disclosure; 
 
Appropriate Behaviour; 
 
Health and Safety; 
 
Children and Vulnerable Adults; 
 
Information for Learners; 
 
Learners on youth work placements; 
 
Related policies; 
 
Monitoring; 
 
Related safeguarding and health and safety learning opportunities; 
 
YMCA Wales Community College Code of 
Practice; which encompasses: 
 

 Storage and Access 
 Data Handling and usage and; 
 Retention; 
 Exceptional Circumstances; 
 Disposal of Data. 
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Christian Aid Resources  

Christian Aid is offering teachers everywhere the opportunity to 
bring awareness of global issues into their classroom with their 
new óJust Living?ô set of resources. The resources, aimed at 
GCSE level students, but could be used for any level of learner,  
bring together films, picture galleries, presentations, fact sheets 
and lesson plans to help classes to focus on issues 
surrounding poverty and aid in an increasingly globalized 
society. 

These resources are free to download from 
www.christianaid.org.uk/learn. 

Christian Aid is making other free teaching aids such as ósimulation gamesô and 
whiteboard resources, which are all geared towards making global issues real and 
involving in the classroom, available for free download. 

These resources are available from Christian Aidôs website. Please visit 
http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/Default.aspx 

 

 

 

 

How to make it a óGREENô Christmas 

 

Make your own gifts. 

Give the gift of charity. 

Help People in need on Christmas day. 

Switch to LED lights. 

Entertain yourselves. 

Decorate your tree using natural materials. 

Buy a local Christmas tree. 

Choose local, in-season food. 

Making a homemade centre piece using items from nature 

Send recycled/or e-cards 
 

 

https://swansea-edunet.gov.uk/en/schools/Cefnhengoed/Documents/ESDGC%20Christmas%20Assembly.pdf 

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/learn
http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/Default.aspx
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